
Dogs are required to be under effective control 

•	 A dog shall not be in a public place unless it is held 
by a person who is capable of controlling the dog or 
securely tethered for a temporary purpose by means 
of a chain, cord, leash or harness of sufficient strength.

•	 When off-leash in an approved dog exercise area the 
owner is required to have effective control of their 
dog at all times. Effective control may be defined as 
the dog being within eyesight of its owner, immediately 
obeying the voice commands of its owner even when 
distracted, and not disturbing or harming other 
people, dogs or other animals including wildlife.

Dog Waste

You must always clean up after your dog. Whilst the City 
provides dog bag dispensers at many of our dog exercise 
areas, it is the legal responsibility of the person in control 
of the dog to clean up its droppings and to dispose of 
them appropriately. 

Places (other than beaches) where dogs are 
permitted to be exercised off-leash

Dogs are permitted to be exercised off-leash on the 
grassed areas of all other local government property 
subject to a number of conditions that are published on 
the City’s website at www.busselton.wa.gov.au.

Dogs on Beaches 

Information on where you can take your dog on the beach 
within the City of Busselton is shown on the series of maps 
on the following pages.

Dog Owner Etiquette 

Some people, particularly small children, can find 
encounters with dogs intimidating. Please be considerate 
of others. Don’t let your dog approach other people, 
especially children, unless you are confident the other 
person is comfortable with that happening. If in doubt, 
keep your dog on a lead.

Dog owners must abide by The Dog Act 1976.
The City encourages responsible dog ownership within its District and to ensure the 
management of dogs in public places, the City has created areas where dogs are prohibited, 
where they are permitted on-leash, and where they are permitted off-leash. Some of these 
areas are seasonal and as such, residents and visitors to Busselton are encouraged to look 
out for and comply with signs relating to the control of dogs.
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