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Design review in the regions

• Difficult for the following reasons:

i. Smaller local authorities without planners

ii. Smaller budgets

iii. Low numbers of large applications to 
warrant  a dedicated design review process

iv. Smaller pool of experts

• Regional collaboration occurs on other local  
government functions, such as waste, 
coastal  processes and emergency 
management

• A joint Design Review Panel was seen as 
an  option for design review for smaller 
local  governments
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Benefits of a joint panel

Single LG 
Only

South West

Pros:  
Easier to 
establish

Cons:  
Increased 

cost
High risk of conflict of interest  

Smaller pool of experts to draw 
from

Pros:
Lower cost for establishment and 

maintenance  Lower risk of conflict of interest
Greater pool of experts to draw 

from  Can be accessed by smaler 
LG’s

Cons:
Coordinating multiple Local Governments 

Establishing Structure

Version: 1, Version Date: 10/10/2024
Document Set ID: 5513756



Design review in the regions

Shire of 
Collie

Shire of 
Harvey

City of 
Bunbury

City of Busselton

Shire of 
Augusta  
Margaret River
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Approach

• Memorandum of Understanding to establish 
collaborative working

• Terms of Reference to establish operational 
functions

• Use of Local Planning Policy to allow each LG 
to  customise thresholds and fees and charges.

• Equal contribution to establishment, user pays  
thereafter.
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Key Challenges

• Procurement

• Flow onto hosting arrangements

• City of Busselton ‘hosting’ DRP 

admin function, holding contracts

• Admin fee charged by Busselton 

when an item is  presented. 
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Implementation.

• Pool size

• Contract Issues 

• Administration Processes 
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Progress to date...

• 5 meetings to date with 5 matters reviewed. 

• Shire of Capel joined the Panel, used by other 
regional Local Governments

• 5 locally based experts included in panel to 
develop reginal skillset in Design Review.  

• QR Code for administrative documents:
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