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CITY OF BUSSELTON 
 

MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA – 14 DECEMBER 2021 
 

 
 
1. DECLARATION OF OPENING, ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF COUNTRY AND ANNOUNCEMENT 

OF VISITORS 
 

The Presiding Member noted this meeting is held on the lands of the Wadandi people and 
acknowledged them as the Traditional Owners, paying respect to their Elders, past, present 
and emerging, and Aboriginal Elders of the other communities who may be present.  
 
The chairperson, Allan Guthrie declared the meeting open at 6:30pm.  

 
2. ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES 
 

Present 
 Allan Guthrie  Chief Bush Fire Control Officer (Chairperson) 
Grant Henley  Mayor, City of Busselton 
Paul Carter  Councillor, City of Busselton 
Chris Payne  Deputy Chief & Fire Control Officer, Kaloorup 
Oscar Negus  Deputy Chief & Fire Control Officer, Hithergreen  
Ken Sue   Fire Control Officer, Ambergate 
Peter Dawson  Fire Control Officer, Vasse  
Mark Fisher  Fire Control Officer, Yallingup Rural 
Mark Jolliffe  Fire Control Officer, Wilyabrup 
Colin Sanderson  Fire Control Officer, Eagle Bay 
Andrew Hunt  Fire Control Officer, Dunsborough 
Ray Fokkema  Fire Control Officer, Metricup 
Ian McGregor  Fire Control Officer, Acton Park South 

 Mark Smith  Fire Control Officer, Sussex 
 Doug Walters  Fire Control Officer, Acton Park North 
Annette Batley  Fire Control Officer, Yoongarillup 

 
 In Attendance 
 Blake Moore  CESM Busselton (Executive Officer) 
 Peter Thomas  DFES, District Officer Capes 
Tanya Gillett  City of Busselton, Manager Environmental Services 
Phoebe Buntain-Barrie City of Busselton, Senior Administration Officer (Minute Taker) 

 Adam Jasper  CESM Shire of Augusta/Margaret River 
 Quentin Bligh  Captain, Metricup 
 Moritz Kurys-Romer Captain, Metricup   
  
 Apologies: 
 Kate Cox  Councillor  

Todd Johnson  Deputy Chief & Fire Control Officer, Ruabon  
Matt Muir  Fire Control Officer, Yallingup Rural  
Neville Haddon  Fire Control Officer, Yoongarillup 
Paul Blight   Fire Control officer, Yallingup Coastal 
Ed Hatherley  DBCA, Fire Operations Officer 
Ian McDowell  City of Busselton, Coordinator Ranger & Emergency Services 
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3. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS 
 
 Nil. 
 
4. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  
 
 4.1 Confirmation of minutes from meeting held 14 September 2021 
 
 Moved: Chris Payne 
 Seconded: Colin Sanderson 
 
           CARRIED 
5.  BUSINESS ARISING 

  
 5.1 Tablets and associated applications - Mark Smith 

 Mark Smith asked for an update on the issuing of tablets.  
 Blake Moore acknowledged the tablets are on the list of priorities and due to Covid 
requirements and recent incidents they were postponed.  
Vasse and Eagle Bay brigade commented that they will not be going with the tablets. 

 
6. PRESENTATIONS 
 
 Nil. 
 
7. BUSINESS BEFORE THE COMMITTEE 
 
 7.1  Complaint - Discrimination - Tanya Gillett 
  

This is to be circulated to all Members and to be discussed at regular training sessions, as 
soon as possible. 
Attachment 1 Complaint – Discrimination  
Attachment 2 Bushfire Brigades Code of Conduct Bush Fire Brigades Objectives and Values 
Attachment 3 Bushfire Brigades Grievance Process and Disciplinary Action 
Attachment 4 DFES – Code of Conduct Policy 
Attachment 5 DFES – Prevention of Bullying Discrimination Harassment at Work Policy 
Attachment 6 Equal Employment Opportunity  

 
 7.2 Categories of Membership for Bush Fire Brigades - Mark Fisher  
 

Mark Fisher discussed adding an ‘Honorary Life Member’ as a part of the cities pre-existing 
Bushfire Membership Policy. 
Tanya Gillett advised the policy is due for review and this can be presented to the March 
2022 BFAC committee meeting.  

  
 7.3  Farmer/private response situation at incidents regarding WH&S - Mark Jolliffe  
 

Mark Jolliffe was seeking clarification around private response vehicles/machinery at 
incidents and where the liability lies. Blake Moore advised the city is waiting for the 
Regulations for WH&S to be released before we can advise of the new procedure that aligns 
to the new WH&S requirements. Changes will be communicated to the committee once 
the information is available to the city. 
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7.4 Thank you for assistance – Adam Jasper/CESM on behalf of Augusta-Margaret River 
Shire 

 
7.5 Acknowledgement to the efforts of DBCA during the Margaret River fire – Allan 

Guthrie 
 
7.6 Resignation as Deputy Chief Bushfire Control Officer – Chris Payne 
 
Chris announced he will be stepping down from the role of Deputy Chief Bushfire 
Control Officer and thanked the committee for the support and appreciation shown during 
his time in the role. He will still be continuing his role as the Kaloorup FCO.  
 
7.7 Refilling of fuel at fire stations – ensuring you have full jerry cans available at all 

brigades – Allan Guthrie  
 
  
8. OFFICER/DELEGATE REPORTS 

 Attachment 8.1 - Department of Fire and Emergency Services – Peter Thomas 
 Attachment 8.1.1 Proposed Dunsborough Fire District and ESL Changes 
 Attachment 8.1.2 Proposed Busselton Fire District and ESL Changes 
 
 Officer Recommendation 
 
 The committee receives the following reports and notes the comments therein: 
  

1) Department of Fire and Emergency services – Peter Thomas 
 
9. MATTERS OF URGENCY 

 9.1 Recruitment for new volunteer members – Quentin Bligh 
 
 It was requested that Metricup Brigade would like the city to promote for membership 

encouragement. It was suggested by Grant Henley that an insert/link be placed into the City 
of Busselton ‘Bay to Bay’ newsletter. Department of Fire & Emergency Services have the 
below volunteer portal on the below link: 

 
 Emergency services volunteer recruitment in WA | DFES 
 
 Blake Moore advised he would follow up with an insert in the ‘Bay to Bay’ newsletter. 
 
10. OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH & SAFETY (OH&S) 
 
  10.1 WH&S Regulations around time on the fire ground – Mark Smith 
 
 Mark Smith raised the question of what happens when members are working their personal 

jobs and then attend an incident and this exceeds the 8 hours of consistent work/fatigue 
management. Blake Moore advised its going depend on the release of the new Worksafe 
Regulations as to how this is managed, the city is waiting on those Regulations to be 
released. 

 10.2 Appliance fleet update for Wilyabrup – Mark Jolliffe 

https://dfes.vol.org.au/


BFAC  14 DECEMBER 2021 

5 
 

 

 Blake Moore to action the follow up of the fleet updates required on the DFES AVL vehicle 
tracking system as the old light tanker is still showing instead of the new light tanker. 

10.3 Tyre deflator guides – Annette Batley  

Annette requested the DFES procedures for tyre deflation to remind the brigade at the next 
training session.  

Attachment 10.3.1 Tyre Deflator (Staun Brand) 

Attachment 10.3.2 Portable Tyre Inflator (Bushranger Max Air III) 

10.4 PPE on Fire Ground – Blake Moore 

PPE is mandatory when on the fire ground. Please ensure this reminder is communicated to 
all brigade members. If your members require new gloves, masks (uniforms) please complete 
the uniform application form and submit it to the city and replacements will be issued.  

11. NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting will be held on 08 March 2022 6:30pm at the City of Busselton (Kaloorup 
Meeting Room, 2 Southern Drive, Busselton). 

 
12. CLOSURE 
 

There is no further business, the Chairperson declared this meeting closed at 8:02pm. 
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Attachment 8.1 Report to the City of Busselton Bush Fire Advisory Committee (BFAC) 
meeting to be held on 14th December 2021 

 
Agency:   Department of Fire and Emergency Services 
 
Officer Representing:   Peter Thomas, District Officer Capes - LSW   

Matters to be discussed:  
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