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Welcome

• Tony Nottle – Director, Finance and Corporate Services - 
City of Busselton 

• Phil Richards – Manager, Election and Events - Western 
Australian Electoral Commission

• Catherine Smallwood – Returning Officer
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• Airport,  Aquatic Centre, Artgeo, Assets
• Building Control,  Beaches
• Cats, Community Centre, Community Housing,  

Cycleways, Cemetery
• Dogs, Drainage, Design, Development 
• Events, Emergency Services, Economic Development, 

Environment, Employment
• Fire Brigades, Fire control, Footpaths
• Good Governance, Gardens
• Health Services
• Infrastructure
• Jetties
• Kookaburra Caravan Park, kerbs
• Licensing, Leisure, Libraries, Lighting

LG – A Diverse Industry – The A-Z

• Mosquito Management, Museums, 
maintenance

• Noise  & Nuisance Management
• Open Spaces
• Parks & Reserves, playgrounds
• Quality
• Roads,  Recreation, Rangers
• Sustainability,  Skateparks
• Tourism,  Town Planning
• Underwater Observatory, Urban Development
• Vehicles – Fleet, Plant & Licensing
• Waste Management
• X-overs
• Youth Services
• Zoning
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Legislation
• Local Government Act
• Planning & Development Act
• Health Act
• Dog Act
• Land Administration Act
• Retirement Villages Act
• Bush Fires Act
• Local Government Grants Act
• Valuation of Land Act
• Main Roads Act
• Waste Avoidance & Resource Recovery Act
• Rights in Water & Irrigation Act 
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Regulations and Local Laws
A local government may make local laws prescribing all matters that are required or 
permitted to be prescribed by a local law, or are necessary or convenient to be so 
prescribed, for the local government to perform any of its functions under this Act (Part 3 
Division 2 – Legislative functions of local governments of the Local Government Act)
The main objectives of the City of Busselton’s local laws are to provide for -
• the peace, order & good governance of the municipality;
• a safe & healthy environment so that the community can enjoy a quality of life that 

meets its expectations;
• the safe, orderly & fair use & enjoyment of public places & facilities;
• the protection & enhancement of the amenity & environment of the municipality;
• the protection of assets vested in Council; &
• Governance systems that deliver responsible, ethical & accountable decision making.
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Current Local Laws
• Airport Local Law 2012
• Cats Local Law 2014
• Cemeteries Local Law 2015
• Dogs Local Law 2014
• Dust & Buildings Waste 

Control Local Law 2010
• Health Local Law 1997

• Holiday Homes Local Law 2012
• Jetties Local Law 2014
• Parking Local Law 2011
• Property Local Law 2010
• Standing Orders Local Law 2018
• Activities in Thoroughfares and 

Public Places Trading Local Law 
2015

• Waste Local Law 2016
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Policies, Delegations and Procedures
Policies provide the Council & staff with guidelines over a range of issues. Policies are 
not binding, but provide a basis for in determining individual applications or requests. 
Policies also enable the community to be aware of the reasoning behind decisions.

The Policy & Legislation Committee assists the Council to determine its policies & to 
carry out its legislative function, by reviewing the City’s delegations & policies, Local 
Laws & other delegated legislation & to consider & advise Council on significant policy 
or legislative implications.

Ø Policies

Ø Delegations

Ø Operational Practice (OP)
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Structure of Local Governments
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Local Government Boundary

20km
73km across

31km
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City of Busselton
Total Area 1,454km2

Est. Resident Population (2017) 38,375

Average Age 42 yrs

Average Annual Growth 3.5%pa

Population of Aboriginal descent 604

Number of Bush Fire Brigades 15

Number of Bush Fire volunteers 540

Secondary Colleges 5

Local Businesses (2017) 3,871

Total Assets                          $798M

Total Non-current Assets $745M                     

Capital Expenditure $  61M

Total Operating Revenue $  71M

Number of Councillors             9
          

Budgeted (FTE) employees

Number of permanent employees                       334*
Number of casual employees        189*
(not included in above)

Number of rateable properties – 23,170 as at July 2018

Number of properties issued to external postcodes – 8,227 (36%)

*  Figures correct as at 17 April 2019
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Role of the Council
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Role of the Councillors
Councillors: 

- represent the interests of electors, ratepayers and residents 
of the district; 

- provide leadership and guidance to the community in the 
district;

- facilitate communication between the community and the 
Council;

- participate in the local government’s decision-making 
processes at Council and committee meetings. 
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Role of the Mayor
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Functions of the Chief Executive Officer
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The October 2019 Election

The City of Busselton consists of nine elected members, 
including the Mayor.  The Mayor is elected by the Councillors 
and therefore, an election for the position of Mayor will take 
place as the Council’s first order of business following the 
election.  The Councillors will then also elect a Deputy Mayor.

Six positions on the Council are available at the October 2019 
election. Five positions for a four year term and one position for 
a two year term. The terms of Councillors Grant Henley, Kelly 
Hick and Lyndon Miles will continue until October 2021.
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Regular Commitments of a Councillor

WEEK TIME SESSION

1 - Wednesday 1pm Briefings

5.30pm Community Access Session

2 – Wednesday 1pm Briefings

5.30pm Council Meeting

3 – Wednesday 1pm Briefings

5.30pm Community Access Session

4 – Wednesday 1pm Briefings

5.30pm Council Meeting

v This means that Councillors attend from 1pm every Wednesday until the completion of the     
Council meeting or Community Access Session on that day.
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Regular Commitments of a Councillor

• Membership of one or two standing Committees of Council 
that meet once a month during business hours on a Tuesday 
at 2pm and/or a Thursday at 9.30am. 

• Other Committee meetings and other Community Group 
meetings that vary from Councillor to Councillor and may be 
during the day or evenings for example on a monthly basis. 

• Ceremonies, functions, tours of inspection, research and 
reading, communicating with the Community.
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Fees and Allowances for Elected Members

• The City of Busselton has a comprehensive policy that provides 
each Councillor with meeting sitting fees of $29,909 per annum 
and an IT / Communications allowance of $3,500 per annum.

• Councillors are also reimbursed for travel costs, childcare when 
applicable and are provided with an annual clothing allowance 
for their corporate wardrobe.

• This is to ensure that Councillors are not out of pocket in the 
performance of the wide range of duties expected of each 
representative.
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Code of Conduct for Councillors
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Local Government Act 1995

Version: 1, Version Date: 27/08/2019
Document Set ID: 4175338



LG - A DIVERSE INDUSTRY 
- THE A-Z

Disclosure of Financial Interests
• Key requirement for Councillors to be aware of

• Failure to declare financial interests can attract significant 
penalties – a fine of $10,000 or imprisonment for 2 years. 

• Councillors cannot participate in discussion or decision-
making procedures if they have declared a financial interest

• Interest needs to also be declared in returns on an annual 
basis. 
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Definition of Financial Interests
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Rules of Conduct Regulations
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Rules of Conduct (cont.)
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Code of Conduct
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Code of Conduct (cont.)
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Code of Conduct (cont.)
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Standing Orders Local Law

This Local Law provides the rules that apply at 
any officially convened meeting of the Council 
or a Committee.
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Standing Orders Local Law
• Establishment and membership of committees
• Calling and convening meetings
• Presiding member
• Quorum
• Business of a meeting
• Public Participation
• Questions during debate
• Conduct of members
• Preserving Order
• Debate of substantive motions
• Procedural motions
• Disclosure of interests
• Voting
• Minutes of meetings
• Revoking or changing decisions
• Suspension of standing orders 
• Meeting of electors
• Enforcement
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The City as a Planning Authority
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Planning Authority (cont.)
To avoid prejudicing the eventual decision, elected members must not 
make up their minds about a development application (or any 
decision) until they have read the officer’s reports and heard all the 
debate. 
Any involvement that an elected member has with a development 
application during its assessment has the potential to damage the 
integrity of the final determination. It is therefore important that 
elected members refrain from public comments that could be 
construed as support or opposition of an application. 
Similarly, during the public comment period of a development 
application, elected members should not be seen to be trying to 
influence the public by commenting on the application or signing 
petitions. 
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Where to from here?
• Nominations open on the 5th of September and 

close at 4pm on the 12th of September.
• Nominations are to be lodged with the 

Returning Officer, Catherine Smallwood during 
this time LGro_bus@elections.wa.gov.au  or 
0419 799 097

• Election day – 19 October 2019
• Count commences at 6pm in the Council 

Chambers with the result to be declared shortly 
after all votes have been entered.
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Thank you

• Questions?

• Any other questions or information, please 
contact Lisa Haste on 9781 0301 or 
eacouncil@Busselton.wa.gov.au 
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