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CITY OF BUSSELTON 

MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA – 25 NOVEMBER 2019 
 

 
 

TO: THE MAYOR AND COUNCILLORS 
 
 
NOTICE is given that a meeting of the Meelup Regional Park Committee will be held in the 
Dunsborough and Districts Country Club, 40 Gifford Road, Dunsborough on Monday, 25 
November 2019, commencing at 10.00am. 
 
The attendance of Committee Members is respectfully requested. 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 

Statements or decisions made at Council meetings or briefings should not be relied on (or 
acted upon) by an applicant or any other person or entity until subsequent written notification 
has been given by or received from the City of Busselton. Without derogating from the 
generality of the above, approval of planning applications and building permits and acceptance 
of tenders and quotations will only become effective once written notice to that effect has 
been given to relevant parties. The City of Busselton expressly disclaims any liability for any 
loss arising from any person or body relying on any statement or decision made during a 
Council meeting or briefing. 

 

 
 

 
MIKE ARCHER 

 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 

13 November 2019 
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1. DECLARATION OF OPENING AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS 

 

2. ATTENDANCE   

Apologies  
 

3. ELECTION OF PRESIDING MEMBER AND DEPUTY PRESIDING MEMBER   

3.1 Mr Paul Needham, Director Planning and Development Services, will conduct the 
nomination and voting to elect a Presiding Member of the Meelup Regional Park 
Committee in accordance with section 5.12 of the Local Government Act. 

 
3.2 Mr Paul Needham, Director Planning and Development Services, will conduct the 

nomination and voting to elect a Deputy Presiding Member of the Meelup Regional Park 
Committee in accordance with section 5.12 of the Local Government Act. 

 

4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS  

 

5. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  

5.1 Minutes of the Meelup Regional Park Committee Meeting held 29 July 2019 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Minutes of the Meelup Regional Park Committee Meeting held 29 July 2019 be 
confirmed as a true and correct record. 
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6. REPORTS 

6.1 MEELUP REGIONAL PARK MANAGEMENT PLAN 

STRATEGIC GOAL 
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 

3. ENVIRONMENT Valued, conserved and enjoyed 
3.2 Natural areas and habitats are cared for and enhanced for the 
enjoyment of current and future generations. 

SUBJECT INDEX Meelup Regional Park MR006 
BUSINESS UNIT Environmental Services  
REPORTING OFFICER Environmental Management Coordinator - Greg Simpson  
AUTHORISING OFFICER Director, Planning and Development Services - Paul Needham  
NATURE OF DECISION Executive: substantial direction setting, including adopting strategies, 

plans and policies (excluding local planning policies), tenders, setting 
and amending budgets, funding, donations and sponsorships, 
reviewing committee recommendations 

VOTING REQUIREMENT Simple Majority  
ATTACHMENTS Attachment A Current Plan⇩  

Attachment B Draft Plan⇩   
   

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

That the Council adopt the Draft Meelup Regional Park Management Plan at Attachment B for 
the purposes of community consultation. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report presents a review of Meelup Regional Park Management Plan and Council is asked to 
consider and endorse the draft Meelup Regional Park Management Plan 2019, for the purposes of 
further consultation with the community and key stakeholders, prior to development and 
consideration of the final document. 
 
BACKGROUND 

The Meelup Regional Park (‘the Park’) Management Plan (‘the Plan’) was last revised and endorsed 

(resolution C0901/020) by the Council in 2010, and has provided the strategic framework for 
management of the Park over the past 9 years. The current Plan is provided as Attachment A 
(‘Current Plan’).  A detailed review of the Current Plan has become necessary to ensure the City 
continues to manage the Park in a manner in line with community expectations. 
 
The review of the Plan has adopted the style of management plans produced by the Department of 
Biodiversity Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) for conservation-focused reserves elsewhere in 
Western Australia, and is intended to provide a clear vision for the future management of the Park, 
for conservation and environmental enhancement and to allow recreation and other uses of the Park 
to occur, to the extent that they do not impair the conservation values of the Park. 
 
The review process has focused on the key management issues for the Park and outlines 31 
management objectives and 112 management actions as a response to these key issues. A revised 
draft Plan is provided as Attachment B (‘Draft Plan’).  
 
In order to complete the review of the Plan, it will be necessary to consult with and receive 
submissions from the community and other key stake holders as may be identified prior to 
development of the final document, which then requires the consideration and approval of the 
Minister of Lands. 

MP_25112019_AGN_813_AT_files/MP_25112019_AGN_813_AT_Attachment_5149_1.PDF
MP_25112019_AGN_813_AT_files/MP_25112019_AGN_813_AT_Attachment_5149_2.PDF
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OFFICER COMMENT 

The Draft Plan incorporates the key themes identified in the Current Plan, but in a new format, 
together with new information relating to the Park. 
 
The Draft Plan also includes numerous minor amendments throughout the document, many of which 
reflect changes to legislation and management practises since 2010. The main amendments 
incorporated into the Draft Plan are: 
 

- Section 5 ‘Key Values’ includes additional information to describe the Park’s key values. 
 

- Section 8 ‘Strategic Goals’ has been amended to link the Draft Plan to the City’s Strategic 
Community Plan 2017, and to identify the key strategies within the draft MRPMP that 
contribute towards the achievement of Community Objective 3.2, in the City’s Strategic 
Community Plan 2017. 

 
- Section 14 ‘Cross Boundary Management’ has been included as a new section in the Draft 

Plan.  There are a number of cross boundary issues that require a proactive response and the 
development of good neighbour relationships, in order to implement appropriate 
management responses to issues such as resilience of species and ecosystems, 
environmental water flows, fire, weed and pest control. 

 
- Section15 ‘Compatible Land Management’ is included as a new section in the Draft Plan and 

considers the potential of remnant bushland reserves located in the vicinity of the Park to 
contribute towards to the biodiversity in the Park. These reserves are under the care and 
control of the City and include 3 reserves along Jingarmup Brook within the Eagle Bay 
townsite, reserve 11316 at the head waters of Jingarmup Brook and reserve 6229 located at 
the headwaters of Meelup Brook adjacent to Cape Naturaliste Road.  The extension of the 
Draft Plan management responses to these isolated reserves would be for the purpose of 
implementing a coordinated approach to issues such as resilience of species and ecosystems, 
environmental water flows, fire, weed and pest control. 

 
- Section 15 ‘Compatible Land Management’ also includes a proposed management action 

relating to an unmade section of road reserve which intersects management units 6 and 7 
within the Park. This unmade road reserve has good vegetation cover and is unlikely to be 
become part of the City’s road network. While it is not intended to formally amalgamate the 
unmade road reserve into the Park (Reserve 21629), a change of use from ‘road’ to 
‘conservation and recreation’ may be possible, for consistency of vesting purpose across the 
Park. 

 
- Section 16 ‘Ngari Capes Marine Park’ is included as a new section due to the gazettal of the 

Ngari Marine Park, June 2012. The preparation of the Draft Plan has been cognisant of the 
management arrangements for the Ngari Capes Marine Park, and the management issues 
that are likely to require inter-agency liaison and a complementary and consistent 
management approach such as the onshore location and maintenance of regulatory and 
interpretive signage. 

 
- Section 19 ‘Climate’ has been expanded to include potential issues that may be attributed to 

a changing climate, particularly the current trend of reduced rainfall, stream flow and 
increased average annual temperature. The Draft Plan proposes several management actions 
including the implementation of adaptive responses, which focus on improving the resilience 
of species and ecosystems to help reduce vulnerability to climate change.  

 
- Section 20 ‘Geology, Rocks, Landforms and Soils’ has been updated to include additional 

information and detailed mapping of the geology of the Park. 



Meelup Regional Park Committee 7 25 November 2019  

 

Statutory Environment 

The Park is Reserve 21629 and is Crown Land over which the City has a management order. The 
reserve purpose is ‘Conservation and Recreation’. The City has power to lease over the reserve, for a 
maximum period of 21 years and subject to the approval of the Minister for Lands (or their delegate), 
provided that any such lease is consistent with the reserve purpose. It is an ‘A-Class’ reserve, which 
means that any change to the management order requires Parliamentary consent.  
 
Under the Land Administration Act (the LA Act) the Minister for Lands may place by way of a 
management order the care, control and management of a resere with a management body. A 
management order for the purpose of ‘conservation and recreation’, has been placed with the City. 
 

Under section 49 of the LA Act the City may submit to the Minister for Lands for his or her approval, a 
plan for the development management and use of the Park for the purpose of the management 
order. 

Relevant Plans and Policies  

Preparation of reserve management plans is supported by the City’s Environment Strategy, under 
strategic action 1.1 – ‘continue to develop and review management plans for natural areas, including 
the application of fire management’. 

Financial Implications  

Financial implications associated with this report relate only to the advertising and consultation on 
the Draft Plan. 

Stakeholder Consultation 

A working group comprising members of the Meelup Regional Park Committee and City staff have 
been involved in developing the Draft Plan over the past 2 years. This working group has 
endeavoured to include within the Draft Plan, the necessary strategic and operational management 
guidance considered appropriate for the long term management of the Park.   
 

Subject to Council supporting the officer recommendation, it is proposed that consultation occur, 
including a media release; community information session to be coordinated (and advertised) during 
the consultation period; and consultation with other key stakeholders as may be identified. The Draft 
Plan would then need to be re-considered by the Council in light of any submissions received prior to 
its subsequent determination and forwarding for consideration to the Minister for Lands. 

Risk Assessment  

No risks of a medium or greater level have been identified. 

Options  

The Council may resolve not to support the officer recommendations to endorse the draft MRPMP 
for the purpose of community and stakeholder consultation or may amend draft MRPMP prior to its 
endorsement for consultation purposes. 

CONCLUSION 

Undoubtedly one of the most striking characteristics of the Park is its scenic beauty with views of the 
ocean, the spectacular coastline and natural landscape. These scenic and physical features are 
central to all other elements that contribute to the character of the Park.  
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By reviewing the Plan, the City will renew and reinforce its commitment to protecting its natural 
environment, as an environmentally responsible and progressive organisation and ensure the City 
continues to manage the Park in a manner in line with community expectations. 

TIMELINE FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

It is envisaged that implementation of the officer recommendation to commence consultation with 
the community and stakeholders on the draft MRPMP would commence immediately following 
Council supporting the officer recommendation, with the finalised review of the draft MRPMP to be 
completed and a further report presented to the Council by the end of the 2019 calendar year. 
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